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On June 30, 2009, the Abilities!
Board of Directors
Pascucci,
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Centrex Capital Corp., which were
publicly listed national consumer
finance companies. Pascucci holds a
B.A. in Economics from Harvard and
an M.B.A. from Columbia Univer-
sity.

“I am delighted that Chris has
agreed to chair the Abilities! Board,”
stated Edmund L. Cortez, President
& CEO of Abilities!, in making the
announcement. “I am confident he
will advance the mission of Abili-
ties!, which is to create a world in
which people with disabilities will

elected
President,

Duck Pond Corporation, to replace
Ralph Palleschi, President & CEO,
First Long Island Investors, LLC, as
the Chair of its Board of Directors.
Pascucci is also the Vice Presi-
dent of WLNY-TV, a New York
based television station. He previ-
ously served as CFO of Oxford Re-
sources Corp. and as President of

live simply as people.”

Pascucci was a trustee and the
past Chair of the Board of the Henry
Viscardi School, which provides
educational services and on-site
medical care to children with severe
physical disabilities. He also serves
as Vice President and Trustee of
Fund for the Poor, a public charity
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which supports programs that pro-
vide social, financial and educational
assistance to disadvantaged people
worldwide. In addition, he is a trus-
tee of the Grameen Foundation,
USA, which is establishing micro-
credit programs for poor borrowers
in Mexico and Central America.

At Harvard University, Pascucci
is a member of the Committee on
University Resources and a past
member of the Financial Aid Task
Force and the University Committee
on Student Excellence and Opportu-
nity. He is active in the Catholic
Church as a Knight of Malta, a trus-
tee of St. Francis Hospital, and a
trustee of the Maryknoll Father &
Brothers’ Apostolic Trust.

Pascucci is married to Silvana
Pascucci. Together they raise four
children, Olivia, Nicholas, Isabella
and Joseph.

R Letter from the President & CEO

We have all endured a tumultuous year filled with
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Optimism is contagious so please, pass it along!
~Edmund L. Cortez
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R Call to Action

Clinton Brown III with his supervisor
from Cablevision, Peter Hall, at the
Reach for a Star Spring Luncheon on
April 2, 2009,

HVS alumnus, Clinton Brown III,
delivered the keynote address at the
27" Annual Reach for a Star Spring
Luncheon on April 2, 2009 at Crest
Hollow Country Club in Woodbury,
NY. Brown, a successful analyst for
Cablevision, graciously shared his
inspirational story, emphasizing that
little people can do just about any-
thing they want to do.

Brown brought this same message
to the 52™ Annual Little People of
America (LPA) National Confer-
ence, which he co-chaired this sum-
mer. With an attendance of over
3,000 people, the week-long confer-
ence featured seminars, workshops
and events organized to provide
families and little people with oppor-
tunities to enjoy themselves socially
and educationally. A unique line of
furniture designed especially for lit-
tle people was also showcased.

During the conference, Brown
joined “Little People, Big World”
star, Amy Roloff, and insisted that
the Federal Communications Com-
mission (FCC) ban the word
“midget” from TV, as it is “highly
offensive.” This demand came after
it was used several times on an epi-
sode of NBC’s “Celebrity Appren-
tice.” While Roloff does not expect
the word to ever go away com-
pletely, the LPA believes increased
advocacy will bring them closer to
achieving that goal.

Clinton Brown’s ability to engage
people and make a positive and last-
ing impression, as he did at the
Reach for a Star Luncheon, will cer-
tainly help the LPA’s efforts.

Going Green with the Robert C. and Tina Sohn Foundation

With the assistance of a $5,000
grant from the Robert C. and Tina
Sohn Foundation, the Henry Viscardi
School (HVS) was able to make a
“Green Project” a reality for some
environmentally conscious 11" grad-
ers. The students and their Environ-
mental Science teacher, Ms. Maria
Ceraulo, wished to create and tend an
accessible organic garden, as well as
develop and maintain a compost pile.
They also wanted to arrange an Earth
Day Celebration that would raise
environmental awareness among stu-
dents and faculty.

The Robert C. and Tina Sohn
Foundation grant made it possible for
accessible gardening and composting
areas to be constructed in the HVS
greenhouse as well as customized
gardening tools for the children to be
purchased. The monies also allowed
for the materials needed to facilitate

the school-wide Earth Day Celebra-
tion.

On Earth Day, the proud 11" grad-
ers displayed the “fruits” of their la-
bor. They shared some of the vege-
tables they grew from seedlings, per-
formed in a play about vital environ-
mental issues, and encouraged stu-
dents in the younger grades to be-
come more environmentally consci-
entious.

HVS is grateful to the Robert C.
and Tina Sohn Foundation for help-
ing students to “get their hands dirty™
and create our first annual Earth Day
celebration. We look forward to
more adventures in organic garden-
ing in the coming year.

Environmental Science teacher, Maria
Ceraulo (1.), and an HVS student show
oft the produce grown in the school’s
organic garden.






